3O                    A Plea for Liberty-                     [i.
Such problems and such inequalities exist in material nature, and the difficulties they present are universally acknowledged. The day. in the tropics, is of about equal length with the night. So it is at the poles, with the difference that the tropical day and night are about twelve hours each, while at the poles each lasts somewhere about half the year. In the sub-tropical and temperate zones, the days in summer and in winter differ strikingly in length. In the latitude of London, the longest day is about a quarter of an hour shorter, and the shortest day about a quarter of an hour longer, than in the latitude of Edinburgh. Such is the inequality in a merely astronomical and geographical statement of fact; anfl when it comes to be applied to human affairs, its practical effect is more startling still. It means that a working day, if it were not for artificial light, may be twice as long in summer as in. winter, and may vary in length for the difference in latitude between Southampton and Carlisle, and between Carlisle and Inverness. This difference in. the length of the day does make a real difference in all the conditions of life, and roost of all in the lives of what are usually called the working classes ; but the difference is obscured by custom, and by the feeling that it cannot be helped. It is felt to bo useless to agitate against 'the- stars in their courses.' So again, in India and in many parts of the tropics the principal danger to agriculture is drought; in the British Islands the danger is excessive rainfall If rain and sunshine could be distributed in exact proportion to the wants of each region, a far greater degree of prosperity would result. As it is, in the one class of countries it is necessary to have recourse to irrigation, and in the other to drainage, to correct, BO far as is practicable, the inequalities of climate. One result of this is that the remedies not unirequently turn, out to contain, the seeds of other diseases. In a drainage country, an unusually dry summer brings on a drought for which there is no preparation, and which may even be attended by pestilence. In a country of irrigation, an exceptional rainfall causes Hoods, which may destroy life both directly and indirectly. And even in ordinary seasons, there are difficulties and losses